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MNF-I celebrates second anniversary
Story and photos by Spc. Curt Squires
MNC-I PAO  

     As major combat operations in Iraq started 
to cease, a new element was needed to bridge 
the gap from tactical and operational levels 
to a more strategic operation of rebuilding 
the Iraqi 
G o v e r n m e n t 
and security 
forces.
     Two years 
ago, Multi-
N a t i o n a l 
Force-Iraq was 
born and the 
reconstruction 
of Iraq had 
begun.
     As MNF-
I reaches 
its two-year 
ann ive r sa ry, 
the command can look back and take pride 
in its role as the catalyst for democratic 

change in a country of 25 million citizens, 
said Command Sgt. Maj. Jeffrey Mellinger, 
command sergeant major, MNF-I.
     “Over the past two years, 37 nations with 
the endorsement and support of the United 
Nations and the government of Iraq, have 
made important contributions to renewed 

u n i t y , 
security and 
prosperity for 
all Iraqis,” 
Gen. George 
W. Casey Jr. 
commanding 
g e n e r a l , 
MNF-I, said. 
     MNF-I 
has made 
tremendous 
s t r i d e s 
helping to 
develop Iraqi 
S e c u r i t y 

Forces and helped to lay the groundwork 
for Iraq to assume full responsibility for 

internal security and national defense, said 
Mellinger.  These steps will go a long way 
in creating a free and more democratic 
Iraq.
     At the close of 2004 and the beginning of 
2005, Casey charged various staff agencies 
and support units with developing Iraq’s 
ministries.  This was significant in order to 
help transfer the lead in counterinsurgency 
operations from the Coalition to the Iraqis.
     “The start of year two saw aggressive 
counter terrorist operations along the Iraqi 
Borders, the Euphrates River Valley and 
in the Al Anbar Province which served 
to restrict the flow of foreign fighters and 
terrorists coming across the Iraq Border,” 
Mellinger said.
     In August of 2005, Casey adopted the 
strategy of clear, hold and build, leaving 
behind trained Iraqi forces to hold the cities 
and work to rebuild local communities.
     Casey’s strategy was put to the test during 
Operation Restoring Rights in Tal Afar, 
Iraq, in September 2005, said Mellinger. 
                                      See MNFI, page 3 

Gen. George W. Casey Jr., commanding general, Multi-National Force-
Iraq, and Command Sgt. Maj. Jeffrey Mellinger, command sergeant 
major, MNF-I, cut the birthday cake for MNF-I, Monday.
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     “In the place of honor sits an empty table.  It represents those 
who answered the call, but failed to return.  The table is small and 
set for 15.  One seat to symbolize the singular life given in defense 
of our nation, the 14 seats symbolize the lost Explosive Ordinance 
Disposal brothers added to the EOD memorial.
     The table cloth is white to show the purity of their intentions 
answering the nations call to arms.  The single yellow rose reminds 
us of the families and loved ones who kept the faith and remember.  
The red ribbon on the vase is reminiscent of the blood they have 
spilled while serving their country with honor.  A slice of lemon 
is on the plate to remind us of their bitter fate.  There is salt upon 
the plate; symbolic of the tears of the families, fellow Soldiers and 
comrades as they learned of their loved ones’ death.
     “The glass is inverted as they can not toast with us tonight.  The 
chair is empty, as they are not here.”
     Those were the words of Cpt. Anthony R. Dubay, master 
of ceremonies, during the Third Annual Explosive Ordinance 
Disposal Memorial in the Al-Faw Palace Ballroom, Saturday.
     It is a risk dealing with improvised explosive devices, said Col. 
Kevin D. Lutz, commander, Combined Joint Task Force Troy.  
     “This year, Task Force Troy lost a total of 13 servicemembers, 
which has been the largest total during the campaign,” Lutz 
continued emotionally.  

     “The names and memories of these heroes still echo in our 
memories and will live with us forever: Petty Officer 2nd Class 
Nicholas Wilson, Gunnery Sgt. John David Fry, Staff Sgt. 
Kenneth Pospisil, Master Sgt. Brett Evan Angus, Gunnery Sgt. 
Darrell Boatman, Staff Sgt. Daniel G. Gresham, Staff Sgt. Russell 
Verdugo, Staff Sgt. Daniel Tsue, Staff Sgt. Joel P. Dameron, Staff 
Sgt. Johnnie V. Mason, Sgt. 1st Class Kevin P. Jessen, Gunnery Sgt. 
Justin Martone and Tech. Sgt. Walter P. Moss, said Lt. Gen. Peter 
Chiarelli, commander, Multi-National Corps-Iraq ”
     “I am honored to recognize with you the sacrifices of our 
fallen brothers-in-arms,” Chiarelli said. “Your willingness to place 
yourself in harms way, your spirit to carry on is a shining beacon 
of courage to sustain the fighting spirit of our warriors and our 
country as we continue this fight for freedom and peace.”
     These are truly professional and selfless individuals who are 
willing to do this, said Lutz.  
     “I can’t accurately describe what these men and women are 
willing to do, knowing they may not come back; that is why we 
had to get the memorial right,” Lutz continued.
      It is one of the most difficult things a leader has to go through, 
losing one of his Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen or Marines, said Lutz.
     Prior to Operation Iraqi Freedom, EOD has not been heavily 
engaged since the Vietnam War.
     “Now we find ourselves at the tip of the spear,” said Lutz. “In 
the past three years, we have responded to every IED, some 35,000 
IEDs in three years.”

EOD remembers fallen servicemembers
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     “This operation featured the 3rd 
Armored Cavalry Regiment and was 
also the first major operation where 
Iraqi forces outnumbered Coalition 
Forces in the fight,” he continued.
     December saw the first national 
election in Iraq and a change in the 
lead of the fight.
  “Coalition Forces went from 
being the primary force in the 
counterinsurgent fight to being 
the overwatch element as the Iraqi 
Security Forces stepped forward to 
take the lead,” Mellinger added.
   The destruction of the Golden 
Mosque in Samarra, Iraq, in 
February led to the decision to 
defuse sectarian violence.
     The new plan allowed the Iraqi 
government to present a unified front in the 
wake of violence from Sunnis and Shi’as, 
said Mellinger.  It allowed the Coalition 
to assist with efforts to control sectarian 

violence without degeneration into civil 
war and gave an Iraqi face to the response 
of the bombing.

     “MNF-I has not just been working on 
building up Iraq, but has also been working 
to build down it’s presence as well,” he 
continued.  “To date, MNF-I has turned 

over more than 40 forward operating bases 
to Iraqi control.”
     The hard work of the Soldiers, Sailors, 

Airmen, Marines and civilians has 
not gone unnoticed, said Mellinger.
   MNF-I   Headquarters   was 
awarded the Joint Meritorious Unit 
Award from the Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff for exceptional 
meritorious achievement. 
     “This is a validation of all the 
hard work…day in and day out, that 
isn’t glamorous and doesn’t make 
the news, but is vital to everything 
that we do,” Mellinger said.
     As MNF-I begins its third year 
of existence, the mission is not 
finished yet.
         “MNF-I  has  done  an  exemplary 
job   thus  far  in  doing   something 
that  has  not  been  attempted since 
the  rebuilding  of  the  Axis  Powers 

after  World  War  II  and it  will continue  to  
help the Iraqi  Security Forces  and  people  
build  a  free  and  more democratic Iraq,” 
Mellinger concluded.

Gen. George W. Casey Jr., commanding general, Multi-National Force-
Iraq, delivers a speech at the MNF-I second year anniversary celebration.  
MNF-I Headquarters was also awarded the Joint Meritorious Unit Award 
for exceptional achievement. 

MNFI
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Faces of Freedom
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U.S. Army Photos by Staff Sgt. Jason B. Baker, MNC-I PAO

(Above) Iraqi children enjoy a treat given to 
them by Coalition Forces in  a village north of 
Ar Ramadi April 4.

(Left) Iraqi children pose for a picture 
in  a village north of Ar Ramadi April 
4.

(Below) A class of Iraqi kids receive a 
lesson from their teacher in a village 
north of Ar Ramadi April 4.  
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Chaplain’s corner

Letters from home
Cpt. Steve Kwon

Hi baby! Can you believe we’re celebrating our one year anniversary as well as welcoming our son into this world?! I can’t wait to 
see you, and for you to see your son. Be safe and healthy. I love you more than you’ll ever know.

-Your loving wife, Annprin 

Faces of Freedom
The children of Iraq are important to the future 

and fate of this country.

Do you have any photo’s of the Iraqi children?

If so, send them to james.hunter@iraq.centcom.
mil to have them published in the Victory Times.

Please provide information of who, what, when 
and where.

Lost Hearts

“I would have lost heart, unless I had believed 
that I would see the goodness of the LORD in the 
land of the living.”   Psalm 27:13

 
     If you see the NTV bumper sticker, “DON’T 
FOLLOW ME, I’M LOST TOO”, that would 
surely be mine some days.  Some days I feel so 
lost I actively search my Bible and pray whole 
heartedly to find some goodness or comfort to 
sustain me.  I’m talking about the real hard stuff 
– torn family relationships, life changing decision 
points – not those moonless nights in your LSA 
(Living Support Area) with billions and billions 
of shadowy trailers and not a clue which one is 
yours. (Go ahead and admit it – it’s happened to 
you!)
     With all these real cares and concerns, how are 
we to find comfort for a lost heart?  David, the 
General, had the same issue – a lost heart.  The 
Lord became David’s compass and guided his heart to comforts 
rest.  David wrote, “I would have lost heart, unless I had believed 
that I would see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the 
living.” (Psalm 27:13)  How can I find goodness and comfort in 
these words of David?

     I could highlight the truth 
that my ultimate hope resides 
not in this present life but in 
Heaven.  Even though this 
is true, I believe David was 
speaking of an expectation in 
this present world, “in the land 
of the living,” rather than the 
next world.  Looking closer 
at David’s hope, I see that his 
expectation was not deliverance 
from bad circumstances but the 
hope of seeing “the goodness of 
the Lord.”  That’s something I 
can see even in troubled days.  
     Several years ago, a young 
Mexican paratrooper laying in the 
burn ward of a hospital after he 
tangled himself into some power 
lines, spoke to all of us upon his 
discharge from the hospital, “Flat 
on my back I stared straight up to 

God and felt his comfort as never before in my life.”  Are we 
sometimes “flat on our backs” looking for comfort?
     No matter what your circumstances, you can find confirmation 
of God’s goodness just like David and just like the paratrooper.  
Keep looking for it with expectation.      

Safety First

CH (MAJ) Charles M. Herring
Religious Support Operations 
MNC-I Chaplain Office
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Coalition Cafe
Breakfast 5:30 - 8:30 a.m.
Lunch 11:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Dinner 5:30 - 8 p.m.
Midnight Dining 11 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Sports Oasis
Breakfast 5:30 - 8:30 a.m.
Lunch 11:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Dinner 5 - 9 p.m.
Shopette
Open 24 Hours
Camp Liberty Post Exchange
Everyday 8 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Fitness Center
Open 24 Hours
Post Office
Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday - 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Sunday 1 - 5 p.m.
Golby Troop Medical Clinic
Sick Call Hours:
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. - noon
Saturday & Sunday 9 a.m. - noon
Dental Sick Call:
Monday - Friday 7:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Saturday 9 - 10:30 a.m.
Mental Health Clinic:
Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. - noon
Post Deployment Health Briefings:
Monday - Friday 1 p.m.
Pharmacy:
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. - noon, 1 
- 4:30 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday 7:30 a.m. - noon
Legal Assistance/Claims
Saturday - Thursday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Friday 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Personnel Service Support Centers
Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
ID Cards
Monday - Friday
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
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Victory Times is an authorized electronic publication for members of the Department of Defense. Contents of this electronic
publication are not necessarily the official views of or endorsed by the U.S. Government or the Department of

Defense. The editorial content of this publication is the responsibility of the Public Affairs Office of Multi-National Corps Iraq.

Victory Times welcomes columns, commentaries, articles and letters from our readers. Send submissions
or comments to curtis.squires@iraq.centcom.mil.

We reserve the right to edit for security, accuracy, propriety, policy, clarity and space.
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Operating hours

Submit letters from home
Is your loved one deployed in support of Multi-National Corps-Iraq? Would you like to write him or her a mes-
sage in the Victory Times? Send messages, three to four lines of text to curtis.squires@iraq.centcom.mil. Ensure 

to include Soldiers name, rank, and unit.


